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Above: Insulation furring on the external walls
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FROM THE CALDWELL VETERANS’ COUNCIL CHAIRMAN

VETERANS’ SERVICES

A note from the Chairman
We are making steady progress toward the
completion of the Veterans’ Memorial Hall.
The Project has made significant progress in
the past four months. A number of volunteer
teams have gone above and beyond the
expectations of average volunteers. Larry Amman, with the
assistance of veteran volunteers, installed all of the underground
plumbing, got it inspected and covered. He is now working on
the utilities under the patio floor that include the rain gutters,
downspouts and French drains. We are very lucky to have a
skilled and talented professional like Larry on the team.
Mike Dittenber, Director of the Caldwell Housing Authority,
made Hector Sanchez, a skilled concrete technician, available to
install the concrete in the dining room. The new concrete floor
replaced degraded concrete and enabled us to proceed with wall
construction, and insulation, plumbing and wiring installation.
Electricians from Boise IBEW Local 291 have installed a large
portion of the electrical infrastructure. Under the professional
leadership of Mark Saleski, Kelly Lamp and Herb Churruca, the
electrical components are being installed efficiently and
effectively. What a pleasure to watch these skilled and talented
electricians work. Many thanks to Local 291 for all of their hard
work and contribution.

Art, Brent and Jeff Solis, of ASC Construction, Inc. have given us
enormous support in a number of ways. They have volunteered
materials, personnel and equipment to assist in the construction
of supporting walls and columns, and concrete floor placement.
They are very patient in dealing with the unknown and
unexpected conditions that occur in the remodeling of a 103
year-old building. We would not be at this point in our
construction schedule without the unwavering support of the
ASC team.
James Kremer, Josh Murphy and a few other carpenters have
completed the upper level framing and soon will continue the
wall framing in the basement. It is a joy to watch this team of
carpenters do their work. It is obvious that they have been
working together for a long time and they really know what they
are doing.
We owe a special thanks to Sheriff Donahue and his SILD team
for their continuing support. Corporal Craig Leonard, and
Deputies Ken Hollis and
James Anderson have been
extremely accommodating in
providing us SILD labor when
we need it and when it is
available. Our progress is
most certainly a tribute to
Sheriff Donahue’s SILD
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program contribution and the dedication of his deputies.
Of course, the volunteers’ morale is kept at an optimum high
level by the daily infusion of cookies, cakes and other
delectables provided by Marliss Maillet, the renowned “Cookie
Lady”. Many heartfelt thanks to you Marliss for spending
countless hours in your kitchen and in the market preparing
treats for our hard working volunteers. She is a skilled baker
and varies the fare from day to day hardly ever producing the
same treat for a wonderful variety of delightful pastries and
cakes.

DONATIONS

Most significant of all is the over 24,000 volunteer labor hours.
People of all ages and abilities show up for work events and
jump right in to assist with whatever task is underway on that
day. It is remarkable that so many people can so quickly
dedicate themselves to a project.

Thank you to these generous donors!

The Caldwell Veterans Memorial
Hall now accepts donations via their
website at cvmh-vets.org.
Donations may be made via a “donate” button on the website
for either PayPal or credit card transactions. The mobile version
of the website also accepts donations via “donate” button.

Safety remains our most prominent focus area. During the
execution of our work, we have experienced six first aid
incidents and one fall that resulted in a doctor visit. The person
returned to work the same day and was not seriously injured.
For a project with so many hazards, that is a fantastic safety
record and one that larger construction companies envy.
Donations of materials and supplies have ramped up in that last
several months due to the incredible efforts of retired Navy
Chief Petty Officer, Warren Burch. Warren works tirelessly to
contact local restaurants for donations of lunches, lumber yards
for donations of materials and recently the donation of HVAC
equipment. Warren divides his time between helping us get the
materials we need, delivering Meals on Wheels to local residents
and transporting elderly and mobility challenged persons to
doctor appointments. How do you find the time for all of that
Warren? We are extremely lucky and grateful to have Warren on
our team!
Funding of major capital projects is an ongoing challenge. We
are seeking grants from every possible source. Projects on the
horizon that require funding are, just to name a few, the
elevator, refurbish the windows, HVAC system, kitchen and
outside patio. You may donate to the project via a “Donate
Button” on the website for PayPal or credit card transactions. To
expand our donation process to cover the funding for an
elevator, which has been estimated at over $175,000, we have
established a GoFundMe account
(www.gofundme.com/xc44ha3k). The elevator is a critical
component of the building to provide handicap access as
required by the Americans Disabilities Act (ADA). For additional
information on donations or the project in general, contact me
at (208)960-4012 or Terry Harrell, at (208)899-5216 or the CVMH
webmaster at: webmaster@cvmhvets.org.

Paul Hellinger: $500 donation
Pleasant Ridge garage #135: $500 donation

Goldie Smith – generator

Sincerely,
John Muirhead
Chairman, Caldwell Veterans’ Council, Inc.
(208) 960-4012

Century Link: $600 donation
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ELEVATOR PROGRESS

ACDS, Inc. cut the new North basement elevator lobby door

Elevator lobby door from the addition

Elevator pit foundation

ASC employees install concrete rebar for the elevator structure
foundation
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MORE CONSTRUCTION UPDATES

ASC, Inc. technicians pouring concrete

Basement restroom plumbing, handiwork of Larry Ammann

Volunteers enjoy cookies donated by Marliss Maillet

Warren Burch awarded for his outstanding contribution of
securing construction materials, and lunches.
ACDS concrete specialist Jack Rose
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Selena McNeal, Manager of the Egg Factory Restaurant, receives
an award for sponsoring a super successful Spaghetti Dinner fund
raiser.

Herb Churruca, receives an award for organizing the IBEW Local
291 of Boise electricians to install electrical system components.
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Planned Capital Improvements

•

The below listed items represent the capital
improvements planned for the transformation of the
Caldwell Carnegie Library building into the Caldwell
Veterans’ Memorial Hall.
• Install four ADA Compliant Restrooms
• Asbestos Removal DONE
• Build a Memorial Park: Relocate two
monuments to the CVMH
• Build Partition Walls IN PROCESS
• Install Gas Lines to serve the new heating
and cooking equipment
• Install a full function Kitchen
• Paint interior walls and trim Training
Room Furnishings, tables, chairs, lamps
and couches
• Refinish Upper Level Floors IN PROCESS
• Remove Main Entry Pillars and roof DONE
• Roof Repair; replace damaged sheet metal
caps and wooden nailer boards DONE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Veterans’ Services
The Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall, when complete,
will offer a wide range of services for Treasure Valley
veterans and their families. The Hall will be occupied
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM daily, Monday through Friday. A
Veterans Service Officer will be available throughout the
week with a National Service Officer on site one day per
week to finalize or initiate support for veterans or
beneficiaries requiring assistance.
Typical Activities
• Daily Veterans’ Day Officer On Duty
• Weekly Veterans’ Coffee
• Weekly Veterans Service Officer Onsite
• Monthly Spouses’ Luncheon
• Monthly Volunteer’s Rally to participate in
community projects
• Monthly Tai Chi lessons
• Monthly Featured Speaker
Monthly Training Session in the CVMH training room
Partnerships
• DAV National Service Officer
• Disability Claims
• Education Benefits
• Death and Burial Benefits
• VA Home Loans
• Insurance
• Department of Labor
• Jobs Training
• Resumes
• Job Search
• Boise Rescue Mission
• Indigent Services & Humanitarian Aid
• Vet Center

•
•

Strip and Refinish Woodwork, stair
handrails, baseboards and doors
Upgrade Plumbing; install new sewer lines
under the basement floor DONE
Window Refurbishment IN PROCESS
Lobby Furnishings; chairs, couches, lamps
and tables
Meeting Room Furnishings
Office Furnishings: VFW, AL, DAV, NSO
and Day Officer Offices
Install Carpeting
Electrical Renovation
Establish ADA Parking
Foundation Repair DONE
HVAC System
Refurbish the front entrance steps
Install an ADA compliant Elevator to serve
both floors

• Counseling
VETS4Success
• Humanitarian Aid
DAV Transportation Shuttle

Programs
•
•
•

Mentorship of Young Marines and Youth
Activities
VETS Court-Mentorship and Counselling
Disabled Veterans Memorial Garden

Services
• Children & Family Services
• Clothing Assistance
• Crisis Assistance
• Dental Care
• Education Services
• Emergency Shelter
• Family Assistance
• Day Officer/Veteran Service Officer

VETERANS AND MESOTHELIOMA
Countless veterans are currently suffering from lifethreatening illnesses that are a result of exposure to
asbestos, a material that was commonly used in hundreds of
military applications, products, and ships because of its
resistance to fire.
The Public Outreach Department for The
Mesothelioma Center (Asbestos.com) has created the most
accurate and extensive resource on asbestos exposure and
mesothelioma online.
Please follow the links below to get additional
information about mesothelioma.
Asbestos.com
Asbestos.com/Veterans
Asbestos.com/Malignant
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DAV Van Schedules To and From VA Medical
Centers
BOISE & SURROUNDING AREA TO BOISE VAMC
All appointments for rides must be made 72 hours in
advance. For more information call Jim Rossette at the
Boise VA Medical Center (208) 422-1000 ext. 7555.
Homedale, Marsing, and Canyon County: Call Jim Rossette
(208) 422-1000 ext. 7555.
Pickup points: Star...................... Star Merc
Middleton ........... Downtown Shell Station &
..................... Shell Station at exit 25 of I-84
Notus.................................................................
........... Shell Station
Parma................................................................
.......... M&W Market
Wilder................................................................
........... Shell Station
Homedale...........................................................
.......... Shell Station
Caldwell...................... Chevron at 10th Avenue South
& the freeway
.......................... Emergency entrance of West Valley
Medical Center
........................................... Maverick at 10th
Avenue South & Ustick
........................................................................
.. 20248 Hoskins Road
Nampa.................................... Karcher Mall near
Ross Dress for Less
.................................. Albertson’s at 7th Street &
12th Avenue South
.............................................. D and B Supply on
12th Avenue South
Melba/Bowmont........................ Chevron at
Greenhurst & Southside
.................................................. McDonalds at
exit 38 of the freeway
Kuna ............................................ West side of the
Winco parking lot
Weiser, Payette, Ontario, Emmett, and surrounding area:
Call Lori Walla (208) 919-5733
Pickup points: Emmett ........................ Tom’s Cabin
Restaurant
.......................................................... Subway
near Albertson’s
........................................................................
.. Stinker Station
Fruitland.................................. Shell Station at
Palisades Corner
....................................................... Shell Station
at the highway

Middleton (Caldwell)............................................
44 Quick Stop
New Plymouth................................ Lowell’s Market
at 5 Corners
........................................ Hamilton Corners at
Highways 52 & 30
Nyssa ..............................................................
Anderson Corner
.................................................... McDonalds at
West Park Plaza
Ontario....................................... McDonalds at West
Park Plaza
..................................................................
McDonalds at K-Mart
........................................................ Shell
Station at the freeway
................................................................ Shell
Station on Idaho
........................................................................
.............The Elk’s
Payette
.....................................................................Al
bertson’s
...................................................................Jerr
y’s Market on 6th
........................................ Kings Variety/Maverick
at Highway 95
Weiser.......................................... Sinclair Station
at Highway 95
.................................................. Maverick Station
at Highway 95
........................................................................
.. Chevron Station
.................................................................
Pioneer Market
.................................................................
Ridley’s Market
Twin Falls, Jerome, Lincoln, Gooding, and Elmore
Counties: Call Cheryl Ringenberg (208) 733-7610.
Pickup points: Twin Falls............................ Sheriff’s
Office
Filer..........................................................
Logan’s Market
Buhl........................................................ Oasis
Stop-N-Go
Jerome .....................................................
Ridley’s Market
Gooding....................................................
Ridley’s Market
Wendell ...........................................................
Farmhouse
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Bliss..................................................................
...... Ziggy’s
Hammett.....................................................
Valley Market
Glenns Ferry ................................................. Shell
Station
Mountain Home ................. Foothills Chevron,
Albertson’s, & Exit 90 Chevron/Burger King
Cassia, Minidoka, and Blaine Counties: Call Georgia
Greenwell (208) 678-3599 or 878-2565.
Pickup points: Burley.......................................
Sheriff’s Office

.....................................................................
Exit 211 Wayside
......................................................................
Exit 208 Hub 66
...................................................................
Greenwood Store
Southeast Oregon - Baker City, Haines, Halfway,
Huntington, John Day:
Call Carl Swinyer (541)-894-2546, Robert Warner (541)5235340 or the VFW Hall (541) 523-4988.

New Contact List to Help Keep Veterans
Informed

Carrie L French, Chapter 1
Disabled American Veterans
2nd Tuesday every month at 7 pm
Train Depot, 701 Main Street
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
Service Officer –Noe Ramirez, (208) 412-5433
202 E. Omaha St
Caldwell, ID 83605

The Idaho Division of Veterans Services (IDVS) recently set
up a contact list to help inform veterans of changes to
benefits, available services, and upcoming events.
Registration in this system helps veterans remain
connected, and will allow IDVS to quickly and efficiently
send out email announcements, newsletters, and bulletins
from a centralized database.
Please go to the IDVS website, www.veterans.idaho.gov,
and click on "Sign up" under the heading "Distribution List"
on the top right corner of the page, or go directly to
www.veterans.idaho.gov/component/content/article/218
-newsletter-signup to add your contact information to the
list.
The Idaho Division of Veterans Services is committed to
improving the lives of veterans. Any personal information
collected by IDVS will be kept confidential and will only
be used for notifications regarding veteran related events
and veterans benefits changes. Statistical data may be
collected and used to support the IDVS mission. No
personal information will ever be given out without the
prior written approval of the veteran or their legal
representative.

Caldwell Veterans Service Officers
Loren M Trotter, Post 35
American Legion
2nd Monday every month at 7 pm
Social Meeting, 4th Monday every month at 7 pm
1112 Main Street
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
Service Officer – Gary White, (208) 608-4891

LT Leighton D Patterson, Post 3886
Veterans of Foreign Wars
2nd Thursday every month at 7 pm
1112 Main Street
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
Service Officer – (208) 453-2275

How long does it take the VA to Process a Claim?
As of December, the Boise VA Regional Office has 1,666
disability claims pending an average of 102 days. Of those,
502 (30%) have been pending more than 125 days, and
only 21 (1.26%) have been pending more than one year.
In November and December, the VA Regional Office
conducted 732 personal interviews with an average wait
time of less than two minutes. The worst time to visit the
VA Regional Office? The first three days of the month and
any Monday.
As of November, it took approximately 36 days from
receipt of an application for vocational rehabilitation to
the date the VA notified the veteran of the decision on
eligibility.
There are approximately 138,320 veterans currently
residing in Idaho, and 20,262 of them are in receipt of
disability benefits. The VA also issues monthly benefits to
350 widows, orphans, and dependent parents of Idaho’s
veterans. In 2013, VA issued monthly benefits amounting
to $20.9 million to Idaho’s veterans. This amount equals
over $250 million per year to support Idaho’s disabled
veterans, their dependents, and survivors.
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Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall
Caldwell Veterans’ Council, LLC
1101 Cleveland Blvd, PO Box 1535
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
Visit: cvmh-vets.org to learn more about the CVMH project
A GoFundMe Account has been set up to collect donations for an elevator. The
link is: https://www.gofundme.com/xc44ha3k
Caldwell Veterans’ Council Contacts:
Chairman: John Muirhead muirheadwj@gmail.com
Vice-Chairman: Paul Raymond paulraymond547@gmail.com
Treasurer : Michael Hensel twodot77@gmail.com
Secretary: Corinna Andrews corinna.andrews15@gmail.com
Member: Craig Kline
1stcav1@excite.com
Member : Mike Smith mvandco@msn.com
Member: Art Scovell scovellartjeanie@yahoo.com
Member: John Bechtel jbechtel@cityofwilder.org
Member: Chris Yamamoto cyamamoto@canyonco.org
Member: Larry Kelly lawrencegkelly@cableone.net
Member: Chuck Stadick cstadick@cityofcaldwell.org
Member: Terry Harrell
harrellt_3@q.com
Notice: The information contained in this newsletter is the intellectual
property of the Caldwell Veterans’ Council, Inc. and may not be copied or
reproduced in whole or in part without the express written permission of
the Caldwell Veterans’ Council.
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